
NOTE: The House and Senate Appropriations Committees begin their work using the governor’s budget recommendations.
However, the Senate does not take official action on the appropriations act until it receives the House version of the act.

House Senate

Governor presents his or her budget recommendations to a joint session  
of the House and Senate by the 5th day of the legislative session

Senate Appropriations
Subcommittee Meetings

Agencies present governor’s
recommendations to appropriate
subcommittee; hearings are held 

in subcommittee

Joint Budget Hearings
Large agencies present the governor’s budget recommendations to a joint

meeting of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees*

House Appropriations
Subcommittee Meetings

Agencies present governor’s
recommendations to appropriate
subcommittee; hearings are held  

in subcommittee

House Appropriations
Committee

Considers subcommittee
recommendations and presents  

a balanced budget that  
reflects the House priorities

House passes its version of the
appropriations act

Senate Appropriations
Committee

Considers subcommittee
recommendations and presents  
a balanced budget that reflects 

the Senate priorities

Senate passes its version of the
appropriations act

Conference Committee

Comparative summary or differences
report is prepared that shows the

differences between the House and
Senate versions of the budget

House and Senate insist on  
their positions

Conference committee appointed:
3 representatives

3 senators

Conferees resolve differences in House
and Senate positions and sign
conference committee report

Both chambers vote on the conference
committee version of the

appropriations act

Governor

Governor and OPB review the
appropriations act (governor has 40

business days to sign)

Governor signs the appropriations 
act and issues any vetoes or  

signing statements

State agencies prepare their annual
operating budgets and submit to OPB

for review and approval

New fiscal year begins July 1

Governor issues budget instructions 
for the next fiscal year mid-summer 

and agencies submit budget  
requests to OPB

Legislative Budget Process in Georgia


